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Directions: Create a 20-40 word statement regarding the essential information of DHMO.  Include one image that 

summarizes the statement in a visual format. 

 

Federal government refuses ban on Dihydrogen monoxide 

Dihydrogen monoxide (also known as DHMO) is colorless, odorless, and tasteless and kills uncounted thousands of 

people every year.  Most of these deaths are due to accidental inhalation of DHMO, but the dangers of DHMO extend far 

beyond unfortunate encounters.  Prolonging exposure to a solid form of DHMO causes severe damage to human, animal and 

plant tissue.  Before its fatal effect, symptoms of DHMO ingestion include excessive sweating and urination, and feelings of 

bloating, nausea, and vomiting and body electrolyte imbalance.  Anyone dependent on DHMO would die when they 

completely withdraw.   

DHMO is known among leading scientist as hydroxyl acid: DHMO is a given, more innocent, sounding nickname 

for the lethal substance.  It should come as no surprise that hydroxyl acid is the primary component of acid rain.  The list of 

hazards continues.  DHMO contributes to erosion of our natural landscape and accelerates corrosion and rusting of metals; 

causes electrical failures; decreases effectiveness of automobile brakes and makes traveling by car, train and airplane more 

dangerous; it is found in cancerous tumors.    

Quantities of DHMO are in almost every stream, lake, and reservoir in America.  The pollution is a global problem.  

DHMO causes millions of dollars in property damage every year.  California and the American Midwest recently suffered 

DHMO’s devastation.   

Governments and business overlook the dangers of DHMO because of its affordability and many uses.  DHMO is in 

industrial solvents and coolants; nuclear power plants; Styrofoam fire retardant materials; products for animal research; 

pesticide distribution systems; additives in “junk-food” – laws even allow DHMO use when farmers grow “all natural” foods.   

Companies dump DHMO in rivers and the oceans.  Nothing is done to stop their dumping because the practice 

remains legal.  The impact on the environment and wildlife is extreme and we may not be able to afford it much longer.   

The American government is refusing to ban production, distribution and use of DHMO due to its “importance to 

the economic health of this nation.”  The navy and other military organizations are conducting experiments with DHMO, and 

designing multi-billion dollar devices to control and utilize it during warfare situations.  Hundreds of military research 

facilities receive tons of DHMO through a highly sophisticated underground distribution network.  Many of these same 

organizations store large quantities of DHMO for wartime use.   

The public should harbor concerns about DHMO.  The U.S. Government and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 

do not classify DHMO as a toxic or carcinogenic substance (as it does with better known chemicals such as hydrochloric acid 

and benzene), even though it can be lethal to humans in quantities as small as a thimbleful. 

Research concludes roughly 86 percent of the population does not support a ban on DHMO.   This is because the 

government and business like to report only the positives of DHMO and avoid mentioning the its powerful negative 

consequences. 

Historically, the dangers of DHMO, for the most part, have been considered minor and manageable. While the more 

significant dangers are currently addressed by a number of agencies including FDA, FEMA and CDC, public awareness of 

the real and daily dangers of DHMO is lower than some think it should be  

Critics of government often cite the fact that many politicians and others in public office do not consider a DHMO 

ban to be a "politically beneficial" and so the public suffers from a lack of reliable information on just what DHMO is and 

why they should be concerned. 

Part of the blame lies with the public and society at large. Many do not take the time to understand DHMO, and 

what it means to their lives and the lives of their families. 

Unfortunately, the dangers of DHMO increase as world population has increases, a fact that the raw numbers and 

careful research both bear out. Now more than ever, it is important to be aware of just what the dangers of DHMO are and 

how we can all reduce the risks faced by ourselves and our families.  
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